Combined mechanical and pharmacological approach to a thrombus-containing lesion.
Distal embolization during primary percutaneous coronary intervention for acute myocardial infarction is associated with impaired myocardial perfusion and poor outcome. Numerous pharmacological and mechanical strategies have been proposed to prevent and treat distal embolization. A successful combined mechanical and pharmacological approach to a large thrombus-containing lesion in patients with acute coronary syndrome is described. A review of the current literature regarding the drugs and devices available for the prevention and treatment of large thrombus burden has also been performed.